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namely, the Australian standard of living.
The Prine Minister recently made an extra-
ordinary statement that in his opinion pro-
tection bad not increased the cost of pro-
duction to the farmer. I should be inter-
ested to learn how the Prime Minister ar-
rived at that conclusion. One has only to
consider the present price of commodities to
rerlise that the cost of production to the
farmer has inercased by 100 per cent. in
the last few years, I have before me a list
of the costs of varions articles utilised in the
wool industry, which is practically the same
as for the wheat industry, although some of
the items would not be required even by
those farmers who have sheep. Here are
some of the prices—

Shearing hand pieces, 1012-13, £2 10s. each;
1929, £5 17s. 6d. cach. No. 8§ galvanised wire,
1912-13, £8 53. a ton; 1939, £17 a ten. Kero-
sene, 1912-13, 7s. 0d. a case; 1939, 17s. a case.

Working men’s boots, 1912-13, 5s. 6d. a pair;
1939, 16s. a pair.

So it continues right through the list. Those
added costs have been brought about by the
policy of protection and the policy of the
Arbitration Court, Members are fully aware
of that. The poliey known as the new pro-
tection was introduced about 1903 under
which the worker was given some of the
protection afforded 1o the manufacturer.
That was quite & right poliey to adopt. Un-
fortunately it has continued ever sinee, and
a5 profection has been increased, so wages
bave risen also, with the result that the price
of evervthing the farmer has to buyv has
increased out of all knowledge. The party
to which I helong has been stressing for
years the fact that costs were piling up
yoar aftor vear while the price of the farm-
er’s produce has not even remained station-
ary but has fallen. Wheat is bringing only
one-third of the price that ruled in 1912,
whereas the eosts of all the artieles renuired
by the farmer have increased by 100 per
cent. at the very least, The same statement
applies to the pastoral industry. What my
party has heen telling the npholders of the
protectionist policy would occur has oeenr-
red. The costs have been piling up over
the vears until the farmer eannot now pro-
fitably sell either his wheat or his wool at
the ruline price. In 1913-14, 2s 94. to 3s.
a bushel was the regular opening price for
wheat, and with that price the farmer was
able to earry on. He is now nnable to carry
on any longer. In the proposals that eman-
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ated from the Wheat Confercnce recently
held in Melbourne, the farmer can see no
hope whatever. Consequently I deem it my
duty to move an amendment to the motion
for the adoption of the Addvess-in-reply,
as follows:—

That the following words be added to the
motion, ‘‘but this House regrets to advise
Your Excellency that in its opinion the pro-
vision made by the Conferemce of Premiers
for stahilising the wheat industry is in-
adequate.’’

On motion by Mr. Fox, debhate adjourned.

House adjourned at 2.15 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday. 23rd August, 1939.
Page
Questions: Mllls & Ware, Ltd., as to sustenance to 51
Govemment. bu]ldjn&;, schaalu, haéb[ta!,émebc oam
Leave of abgen 252
Motion : uMetropol[tan Milk Act. to dl!ml]ow regllla 252
Address-in-reply. elghth dny 259
Adjournment, speclal 277

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MILLS & WARE, LTD.
As to Sustenance to Strikers.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Honor-
ary Minister: Ave any of the employees of
Mills and Wave, Ltd., now on strike, in re-
ccipt of sustenance from the Government?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
Yo.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT BUILD-
INGS, SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, ETC.
Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Honor-
ary Minister: What is the estimated cost
of—1, Perth Technieal School additions; 2,
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new Victoria Park State School; 3, Heath-
cote Mental Reception Home additions; 4,
Hospital for Insane, Claremont, additions;
5, Government offices, Perth; 6, (a) King
Bdward Maternity Hospital additions; (b)
cost to date of such additions; 7, Perth Hos-
pital?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, £44,500. 2, £15,000. 3, £15000. 4,
£26,500. 5, Estimate not yet prepared. 6,
(a) £70,000; (b) £70,000 (approx.). 7,
Perth Hospital; Estimated cost of ecomplete
scheme, £763,000; estimated cost of portion
now being proceeded with, £445,000.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion hy Hon. G. Fraser, leave of
absence for six conseentive sittings granted
to the Chief Seeretary (Hon. W. H. Kit-
son—West) on the ground of ill-health.

MOTION--METROPOLITAN MILK ACT.
To Disellow Regulations.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the following motion by Homn. C. F.
Baxter (East):—

That Regulations 102, 103, 104, and 105,
and new Sixth Schedule made under ‘the
Metropolitan Milk Act, 1932-1936, as pub-
lished in the *‘Government Gazette’’ on the
9th June, 1939, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 8th August, 1939, be and are
hereby disallowed.

HON. G. FRABER (West) [4.37]: I do
not intend to delay the House long in
speaking to this motion because of the very
weak case advanced by the mover. It is one
of the weakest he has ever put forward,
but cone may offer some excuse for him
owing to the very poor material that was at
his disposal. When listening to the hon.
member, because of the siress he laid
upon the fact that a certain train arrived
in Perth at a particular hour of the morn-
ing, we might have imagined that most of
the milk consumed in the metropolitan area
came by that train. On investigation, I find
that only about 20 per cent. of the milk con-
sumed in the metropolitan area comes from
the South-West, and that, in addition to a
train arriving at Perth in the morning,
another arrives at about 7.30 in the even-
ing. It is safe to say that only about 10
per cent. of the milk consumed in the metro-

[COUNCIL.]

politan area comes to Perth by the early
train, The evening train brings fully 50 per
cent. of the South-West milk and it is deliv-
ered on the following morning. The milk de-
rived from cows this morning is put on the
train to arrive in Perth this evening, and it
is then ready for distribution early to-morrow
morning. Evidently Mr. Baxter does not
know the facts of the case. According to
his statement, practically the whole of the
milk grrives in Perth by the early morning
train and is held until the following morn-
ing, Members may dismiss from their
minds the thought that most of the milk

" delivered in the metropolitan area is held

for 48 or 50 hours, for such is not the
ease. If any milk is held for that length
of time, it represents abont 10 per cent.
The hon. member also stressed the point
that this would be an interference with
the award of the Arbitration Court. If
we go into the matter, what do we find?
The Arbitration Court made an award gov-
erning the employment of milk carters, but
all that was done was to lay down the daily
hours that could be worked. The hours
of employment were prescribed at eight
hours 40 minuntes, that being the longest
stretch any carter is permitted to work in
any one day, while the weekly hours were
fixed at 46. Any time worked over the
periods I have mentioned meant that over-
time bad fo be paid. The fixing of the time
for delivery of milk between 1 &.m. and
9.30 a.m. does not interfere with any award
the Arbitration Court has issued.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: And I thought yon
understood Arbitration Court awards!

Hon. J. Cornell: So did I.

Hon C. F. Baxier: It is evident Mr.
Praser does not.

HON. G. FRASER: Members will agree
with me that the Avrbitration Court is re-
sorted to when disputes arise between sec-
tions of employers and employees. In this
instance, no dispute existed.

Hon. J. Cornell: No. The Milk Board put
it over by way of regulations.

Hon. G. FRASER: The regulation under
diseussion was framed as the result of a
request proffered by both employers and
employees. Consequently there was no dis-
pute that would warrant the matter being
referred fo the Arbitration Court.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: T did not say that it
should have been referred to the court.
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Hon. G. FRABER: When the Arbitra-
tion Court is silent, is it not reasonable to
assume that both the employers and the em-
ployees will arrange conditions satisfactory
to themselves?

Hon, J. Cornell: Why did they not regis-
ter it as an industrial agreement?

Hon. G. FRASER: An award was issued
covering the hours of work per day and
per week. As there was no dispute about
hours, the time for starting or for finish-
ing work, the stretch of shifts, or any ques-
tion in such a category, the employers and
the employees have merely done what we
would like to see in connection with other
industries. Both parties were in agreement
and approached the Milk Board regarding
the question of deliveries.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: In other words, your
crowd merely use the Arbitration Court
when they deem fit.

Hon. A. Thomson: When it suits them.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Arbitration
Court has been available when disputes
arise and decisions are required.

Hon. A. Thomsen: Why was the court
not availed of in this instance$

Hon. G. FRASER: When the employers
and the employees arrive at an agreement,
there is no need to go to the court.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Yes, there is, if the
parties desire the agreement to be regis-
tered.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes, if the agreement
is to be registered.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Arbitration Court
represents the public and sees that agree-
ments arrived aL are fair.

Hon. G. FRASER: So does the Milk
Board, the members of which body agreed
to the regulation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Milk Board does
not represent the publie, far from it.

Hon. G. FRASER: It represents all sec-
tions of the community.

Hon. J. Cornell: The people have been
shanghaied by the Milk Board, and know
nothing about the matter.

Hon. G. FRASER: There has been no
interference in any shape or form. Both
parties were in agreement and so there was
no necessity to approach the eourt at all. The
court earlier issued its award, which em-
baodied a clanse setting out the hours to be
worked. TIf tha Milk Board had gezetied
a regulation which affected that, then there
might be something in the argument that
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there had been interference with the fune-
tions of the court.

Hon. C. F. Baxzter: You know that the
court declined to fix any stated hours.

Hon. G. FRASER: Bat in this instance
the empleyers and employees desired the
alteration. The regulation merely seeks to
give effect to what both parties wished.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Hours were not fixed.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. G. FRASER : Mr. Baxter attempted
to build up his case by asserting that after-
nuon delivernes of milk would not be per-
mitted, and that deliveries would be effected
in future once daily. One would have ima-
gined that something entirely new regarding
milk distribution had been instituted. As
1 interjected when he was speaking, one
daily delivery has heen operating in Fre-
mantle for the last twelve years.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I know that.

Hon. G. FRASER: In fact, I could go
back 20 years in my rceollection of the in-
dnstry there.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: T know the procedure
is not new.

Hon. G. FRASER: Then what disability
will the people of Perth suffer?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What about the argu-
ment that prices will increasey

Hun. G. FRASER: There again Mr. Bax-
ter was on very unstable ground, because
for some years past milk has been delivered
in Meclbourne once daily between 1 a.m. and
9 am.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Bat there is a dif-
ferent climate there.

Hon. G. FRASER : I helieve that if we
were to search further afield throughout the
Commonwealth, other examples would be
found. Nothing new has been introduced
by the new regulation, nothing, in fact, that
does not already operate within Western
Australia. I helieve the afternoon delivery
of milk extends to Claremont, but aecross
the horderline theve, Cottesloe has no after-
noon delivery. Now we find that, in eon-

sequenee of this particnlar regmlation having

been drawn up to apply to a small addi-
tional circle of eonsumers, objection is taken
to it in this Chamber. Tf there were any-
thing in the point raised in regard to the
health of the community being ad-
versely affected, those interested in the
sabjeet might give consideration to the
position. On the other hand, when we flnd
that similar conditions to those sought fo
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be established wnder the regulation have
applied for many years past almost pext
door, we ave bound to confess that nothing
has ever been heard about the health of
the public at remantle having been im-
paired.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: What is the
object of limiting the hours of delivery?

Hon. G. FRASER: The limited hours
are suituble to all concerned.

Hou. €. ¥. Baxter: In what way?

Hon. (i. FRASER: We must take into
<consideration the fact that the people con-
cerned in the milk delivery business have
to work 3650 days ench year. Of eourse,
the employees receive 12 days holiday an-
nually, whiech means that they bave to
work for 353 days, imcluding Christmas
Day, Good Friday and other publie holi-
days.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: But that is a con-
dition of the industry.

Hon. i. FRASER: The men have to
work under those conditions beeause of the
public demand. The public requires milk
to be delivered each day, and so the em-
ployees must work at least 353 days ecach
year. Members wonld find difficulty in
diseovering any other industry in which
men have fo work suech hours.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: That is provided
for in their award.

Hon, G. FRASER: No one is permitted
to do it in other industries,

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: At any rate, the
milk carters get 12 days helidays and they
work 333 days in the year.

Hon. (i, FRASER: They have a 46-hour
week.

The PRESIDEXNT: Order! Hon. mem-
berz will have an opportunity to reply to
Mr. Fraser’s remarks later on.

Hon. (3. TRASER: Because the regula-
{tions weve not introduced earlier, those
engaged in the indunstry in the city have
had to work 333 days each year, but their
daily lours have extended from midnight
to as late as 5 p.m. Would members stand
for such conditions for one moment?

Hon, H. 8, W. Parker: The men are
paid accordingly.

Hon, G. FRASER : T have alveady refer-
red to the streteh of hours in the industry.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: What overtime
do they receive?

Hon. G. FRASER: The men may not re-
ecive any overtime,
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Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: You said they
vould work only 44 hours a week.

Hon. G. FRASER: The men may not
work that total number of hours weekly,
but, because of the adverse c¢onditions ob-
taining in the industry, the regulation
under diseussion has been prommigated.
No harm will result to anyone by the intro.
duction of the new order but, on the other
hand, much good will result to a large num-
ber of men engaged in the industry. Here
we find the emplovers and the employees
in agreement, and yet this Chamber is
asked to interfere and upset conditions that
are suitable to both parties.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: We know what hap-
pened regarding the bakers’ agreement.

Hon. G. FRASER:; We are dealing with
milkmen,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: What happened
to that agreement?

Hon, G. FRASER: There was no indus-
trial agreement.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Is there one be-
tween the employers and the employees?

Hon. G. FRASER: The mere fact thar
the Milk Board issmed the regulations
shows there was agreement on this point.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There is the asso-
ciation.

Hon. G. FRASER: We must aceept the
association as the gmnide and the associa-
tion rvepresenting both sections of the in-
duztry approached the Milk Board and
asked that this step be taken.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Some of them.

Hon. (i. "RASER: I said the associa-
tiou, whieh of course one musi expect rep-
resents the majority of the people in the
industry.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane; Those it suits.

Hon. . FRABER: We find that some-
thing has been done which is agreeable to
both parties. I will put it that way if
my reference to an agreement offends my
friends opposite. A procedure that has
been agreed to by hoth parties—the people
mainly concerned—has heen set in motion
and now an attempt is to be made to up-
set it.

Hon. J. Cornell: Are the consumers not
to be considered?

Hon. G. FRASER: The consuruers arve
given every consideration. The eonsumers
will not be detrimentally affected whether
the delivery of milk be made once or twice
a day. Mr. Baxter stated that there had
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been increased sales of powdered milk and
thai, the consumption of that commodity
was likely to grow as the result of the
abandonment of the second delivery of
fresh milk each day.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: My statement can
be proved.

Hon. G. FRASER: Does the hon, mem-
ber think that the employers would agree
to a proposal of this description if by its
adoption they would endanger their own
industry? To assume that is not logical.
The hon. member may have figures to indi-
cate that the comsumption of powdered
milk has increased in this State, but he
has no figures to show that its eonsump-
tion bhas increased in the metropolitan
ares, and I defy him to secure them. It is
possible to get figures for the State, but
on what grounds does he base his asser-
tion that the increased consumption has
taken place in the metropolitan areaf

Hon. C. I, Baxter: Did I say it had in-
creased in the metropolitan area?

Hon. (. FRASER: Yes, definitely.

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: I did nothing of the
sort.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Mr. Baxter was re-
ferring to the inereased conswmption in the
State,

Hon. G. FRASER: He spoke about the
eonsumption in the State and said that the
use of powdered milk had increased in the
metropolitan area.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Who is making this
speech, Mr. President?

Hon, G. FRASER: I do not know what
is in the member’s proof ecopy of his
speech, but I can depend on my own hear-
ing,

The PRESIDENT: I am sure the hon.
member will accept Mr. Baxter's stdte-
ment.

Hon. (i, FRASER: Even if Mr. Baxter's
assertion ix correet, he must realise that
the growing use of powdered milk is a
development of reeent years.  Certainly
powdered skim milk has been on the mar-
ket for a good many years, but the brand
at present finding favour is a better pro-
duect.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ash
hon. members to allow Mr, Fraser to pro-
ceed without interruption.

Hon. G. FRASER: Something similar
may happen with regard to the powdered
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milk now on the market as happened in
England many years ago when that pro-
duet was introduced. In that country,
I am informed, there was a considerable
inerease in the consumption of powdered
milk beeause of the faet that it was some-
thing new. After it had been on the mar-
ket for some time, however, sales de-
crcased, notwithstanding the fact that the
price of whole milk was raised. The same
thing may happen here. This particular
milk has eome on the market in Western
Australia and as it is something new it
has heen readily purchased, We may find,
however, that in the near future the same
thing that happened in England will oceur
here. I suggest that the increased sales of
powdered millz are due to the growth of min-
ing and other outback distriets where people
are unable to get whole milk, We are all
aware how the number of outback towns has
grown in recent years and naturally the
inhabitants of those places require milk.
Being unable to obtain fresh milk,
they will, of course, use the powdered
article.  That fact, I think, explains
the increased sales of the commodity
in this State. The hon. member said some-
thing about the price of milk being in-
creased. I suggest to him that if thesc re-
gulations are disallowed there will be more
likelihood of an increase in the priee of milk
than if the regulations are permitted to
remain.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The producer wilt
get less.

Hon. &. FRASER: The Milk Board will
have a say in that. If the reguolations are
defeated and milkmen have to do an after-
noon round, costs will naturally be in-
creased, and that will be followed by a de-
mand for an inerease in the price of milk.

Hon, H. Tuckey: Would they still de-
liver at 1 o’clock in the morning?

Hon, G. FRASER: The time would not
be altered. Whether the milk is delivered
once or twice a day, the time of delivery
will be the same as in years gone by. But
the disallowance of the regulations may—T
do not say it will—have the effect of in-
creasing the price of milk to the consumer.
The average consumer has a milkman eall-
ing only once a day. That is the only
delivery required except to large consumers,
such as shops. The regulations provide for
establishments that require delivery more
than once a day. It was realised that in
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some instances more than one delivery
would be needed and further deliveries can
be approved by the board if applieation is
made to it.

Hou. J. A. Dimmitt: Has there been a
Teduction in the price of milk since the in-
troduetion of the regulations?

Hon. G. FRASER: No, and a reduction
is not likely whatever happens—whether
the regolations stand or are rejected.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: It is hardly likely
that the price will increase,

Hon. G. FRASER: It is likely, because
of the extra eost the trade will have to bear.
Those engaged in the industry have been
dissatisfied with the price for some time.
The introduction of these regulations would
Pprevent any inerease, but if the regulations
are disallowed and the old system has to
continue, naturally the agitation for an
increased price will be intensified. As a
matter of faet, a person in the trade in-
formed me that a difference of 2d. a gallon
is entailed in a second delivery, and that
the trade is finding it extremely diffienlt to
carry on. These regulations will give it an
opporfunity to do so. Mr. Baxted
made ont n ease concerning the effect
of the regulations on the health and
thr convenience of the people. I ecan-
not sce that any alteration of this kind
is likely to occur, and I make that remark
after comparing those who have had an
afternoon delivery with those who have not.
Bearing in mind the likelihood of an agita-
tion for an increased price for milk if the
regulations are not allowed, and viewing the
case generally, I am of opinion that
ihe House should allow the regulations and
defeat the motion submitted by Mr. Baxter.
T intend to oppose the motion.

HON, H. 5. W. PARKER (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [4.581: If the only rea-
sons for the alteration in the number of
‘milk deliveries are those given by Mr.
Fraser, T fear that the regnlations are not
justified. T trust that the Honorary Minis-
ter will be able to give us a somewhat better
explanation. 1 gather that the reason for
the existenee of the regulations is simply
that the employers and the employees have
come to an arrangement. They desire to de-
liver ounly once a day and wish that de-
livery to take place between 1 am, and 9
a.m. The Arbitration Court has been estab-
lished in this State for the purpose of look-
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ing after the interests of the public. The
employer and the employee come hefore

that Court and although they may
both agree to something, the Arbitra-
tion Court is there to see that the

interesis of the public are protected as well.
Otherwise we would have the peculiar posi-
tion that the employer and employee would
colnbine 0 do something that was not
right where the public was concerned. The
argnment advanced appears to be that
hecanse the emplover and the employee in
the milk industry have agreed, therefore
the Milk Beard is justilied in usurping the
authority of the .Arbitration Court. That
is entirely wrong in principle. If the argu-
ment s that by fixing one delivery per day,
the milk would be considerably reduced in
price and that the public would derive
material benefit and also get just as good
an artiele as if there were two deliveries,
then T would agree to the regulations re-
maining in foree: hut what I eannot under-
stand is this: we are told that the condi-
tions in the industry ave so dreadful that
2 man has fo work 365 days a year, which
of course is not correet, because the Arbi-
tration Court wateches the eonditions, The
Court declares that the employee shall
have certain days off in each week and ecer-
tain helidays per annum, and that the men
shall work only a certain number of hours
per week and a given number of hours per
day. We are told that working the hours
in whieh the carters are engaged at night
15 something shocking since those men
have to move about in all kinds of weather,
thundervstorms, rain, ete. All those wmal-
fers came under the notice of the Arbitra-
tion (‘ourt, and fhe wages of the men were
fixed naccordingly. Now if the board is
woing to fix a particalar period during
whieh the earters are to work, it will be
entirely wrong, because the board will un-
doubtedly be usnrping the authority of the
Conrt, Let me assume that the Court said
that milk should be delivered only between
the hours of 8 am. and 5 pm. It may be
then that the Court would say that the milk
driver was not having sueh a bad fime
after all, and therefore it would give him
ihe ordinary rate of wage. Here, however,
we have the Milk Board arbitrarily mak-
ing an arrangement which ereates an ano-
malons position, an arrangement fixing the
easiest hours of the day for the milk cart-
ers, who, at the same time, are continning
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to reeeive payment for working the worst
bours. The whole question is a matter
purely and simply for the Arbitration
Court. The Arbitration Court fixes the
hours, let us assume at between 7 a.m. and
b pam,, and it declares also that the wages
shall be so-and-so, and that the hours shall
be so-and-so. The appliealion has been
made to the Court, and both parties have
agreed. We must realise also that the
Court has to look after the interests of
the public. If it declared that it was rea
sonable that an inquiry should be held into
‘the conditions, then the Milk Board would
be quite justified in saying, ‘“We shall
frame a regulation so as to fall into line
“with what the Arbitration Court has
ordered.’’ That would be all right. At
the present time, however, I am in the posi-
tion of believing that the Milk Board has
in all probability done many excellent
things, But on the arguments advanced in
support of the retention of the regulations,
I feel that there seems to be in existence
what is sometimes described as an unholy
allianee, and to this the House should not
agree. Up to the present time no one has
looked after the interests of the con
samers. However, I shall retain an open
mind, und will listen to other arguments
that may be advanced in support of the
retention of the regulations.

HON., J. CORNELL (South) [55]: 1
have little to say on this subjeet, except
to mention that on the gquestion of one de-
livery per day, I have no axe to grind,
because I have used pasteurised milk ever
since the day it come on the market. Mr,
Fraser has said that because the Arbitru-
tion Court has not laid it down that there
should be only one delivery a day, and that
it did not adequately arrange the spread
of hours, the Milk Board on the represen-
tation of the milk vendors and the carters,
agreed to frame a regulation sefting out
that there should be only one delivery a
day. It must be remembered, however, that
there are four parties to the milk guestion,
and they are the man who produeces it,
the man who sells it, the man who carts
it and the chap who drinks it. The man
who eonsumes the milk and pays for it
has not been considered at all. My feel-
ings towards the Milk Board are similar
to the aversion exhibited by the ‘‘Bul-
fetin’’ towards the Sydney Milk Board
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when it raised the price of milk. But the
point T wish to emphasise is whether we
are going to sit down and allow a semi-
governmental body to usurp the functions
of the Arbitration Court, I submit that if
the Arbitration Court cannot adequately
adjudicate on a matter of this deseription
there is only one other case to follow, and
that is for the Legislature to declare that
there shall be one delivery only in the met-
ropolitan area. Under the Bread Aet is
there a regulation framed to limit de-
livery ? Of course not; deliveries are
limited by the Aet itself. I shall have no
hesitation at all times in voting to disagree
against a semi-governmental body taking
to itselt a right that belongs to a consti-
tuted authority. That is what the Milk
Board has done. Let us assume that the
shipowners’ agents at Fremantle and the
lumpers say, ‘‘We will not work between
midnight and 6 a.m.”> Would Mr. Fraser
put through a regulation to give that legal
sanction? That, in effect, is what the Milk
Board has done. I ask Mr. Fraser whether
he would support snch a vegulation as [
have instanced.

Hon. G. Fraser: It would not be re-
fquired beenuse that is whal is done now.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Probably sneh a
regulation would have about as much effect
as the burning of the National Register.
I intend to support the disallowanee of the
regulation solely on the ground that I am
agninst gny semi-governmental body legis-
lating in this manner,

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.10]1: Mr. Fraser has put forward the
argument that the case advanced by Mr.
Baxter was apparenily so flimsy that he
could not realize the peossibility of members
giving consideration to the motion. Mr.
Fraser certainly gave some instances which
may tend to support his contention, but
from my recollection of the ease submitted
by Mr. Baxter, and I dare say Mr. Baxter,
will correet me if T am wrong, I understood
one of Mr. Baxter’s principal arguments
was that the effeet of the regulations, if
passed, would be to enable the Milk Board
to usurp what are really the functions of
the Industrial Arbitration Conrt. Am I
richt?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Yes, quite right.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: And the more we
taok into the question, the more we will
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become eonvineed that there is the greatest
possible strength and sound reasoning in
an argument such as that. In addition, and
again if my memory serves me correctly,
Mr. Baxter pointed out that the regula-
tion, instead of having the effect of in-
creasing the sale of fresh milk, would un-
doubtedly operate the other way. The hon.
member also advanced an argument that ap-
pealed to me very strongly, namely, that
the holding up of milk—I care not whether
it be 10, 20 or 30 hours; ome period in-
stanced by Mr. Baxter was 20 hours—would
have a deleterious effect. Apart from that,
however, the important point that does ap-
peal to me is that the regulation of the
hours in the delivery of milk will be bound
to be harmful and will not be in the best
interests, particularly of the consumers, and
more particularly still of children. These,
to my mind, are undoubtedly arguments of
the strongest possible character.

Hon. G. Fraser: How is it that the ar-
rangement has not harmed people who have
been without 2 second delivery of milk for
the last 20 years?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: May I answer
the hon. member's question by pointing ont
to him that there was no such regulation in
force until an attempt was made to bring
in a regulation fixing hours tor delivery,
namely from 1 am. until 930 am. Ac-
cordingly, Br. Fraser's snggestion is dis-
pelled by the fact that where children re-
quire fresh milk—not milk that has been
held up for 10 or 12 or 20 hours—then
so long as we do not approve a regunlation
fixing hours, the resnlt will be that a milk
vendor may deliver that fresh milk at any

hour most suitable to the consumer. That,
I understand, is now the position.
Hon. G. Fraser: I tell you that my

part of the metropolitan area has not had a
second delivery for many years.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is quite
wrong, because I know of instances where
there are infants in a family and where the
ordinary members receive their milk once a
day but where the milk required for the
children is delivered more frequently. I know
that as r fact.

The Honorary Minister: And that would
be a fact under the proposed regulation.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Honorary
Minister is wrong, becanse ths regulation
requires the milk to be delivered between
1 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. Thus it could not be
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delivered at all during the afternoon. These
are points to be taken into consideraiion in
determining whether or not we should give
this power to the board. However, I shall
go & little further and point ocut to the
House that I doubt very much whether
there is power to do anything of the sort.
Section 36 of the principal Act, the Metro-
politan Milk Act, imposes certain powers
or duties upon the board, as follows:—

Subjeet to this Act the board is hereby
charged with the following matters:—(1)
The regulation and organisation of (a) the
production of milk in dairy areas; (b) the
supply and sale of milk by dairymea to milk
vendors.

This is the point to which I desire to draw
altention—

(e) the supply, sale and distribution of
milk to consumers in the metropolitan area-
The board is charged with the supply, sale
and distribution; bui there is nothing, so
far as my present perusal of the Act shows
me, to indicate that power is given to the
board to fix hours of delivery.

Hon. J. Cornell: If FParliament had
meant that, there would of course have
been a limitation.

Hon. J. NXICHOLSON: Precigely. If
Parliament had intended when the Bill was
introduced, to give the board power to fix
the hours, I am certain objection would
have been raised in this Chamber, if not
elsewhere, on the ground that such a pro-
vision would be a trespass on the fune-
tions of the Arbitration Court. The sec-
tion I have quoted does not, I submit, give
one iota of right to fix hours of delivery,
unless there is an express power to do so.
The regulation of distribution is one thing,
but the fixing of hours is entirely another
thing and would nc¢ed to be expressly

named in the powers given. Later Sec-
tion 38, gives power to make regula-
tions, Section 36 merely indicates the

duiies which the bhoard has to perform.
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: And its powers.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, and the
powers with which it is charged. Seciion
38, on the other hand, provides—

The Minister may with the approval of the
(overnor make regulations prescribing forms
and fces and other matters and things which
by this Act are contemplated, required or
permitted to be preseribed, or which appear
to him to be necessary or convenient to be
preseribed, for the purpose of enabling the
hoard cffectuzlly to perform and carry out
itg powers.
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If it can be shown by Mr, Fraser, or the
Honorary Minister—who I take it will
speak in due course; I should have liked to
hear his views first

Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: That is the usual
practice.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes; and it gives
one an opportunity to hear both sides of
the question before making up one’s mind
on a matter of importanece, such as I admit
this to be. There is nothing in this parti-
cular seetion dealing with the duties and
powers given to the board which would in-
dicate the fixing of hours. But, strange
to say, in the section I first read, See-
tion 36, dealing with the duties and powers
of the board, there is an express power to
fix the minimum price or prices; but not
to fix hours—a totally different thing,

Hon. G. Fruser: If I were a lawyer, I
would be able toe work that in under the
word ‘‘distribution,’’

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The word ‘‘dis-
tribution’’ would have no applicability to
the fixing of hours at all. Te enable the
board to fix hours, there would require to
be a elear and emphatic power given; and
that power is not given in the Act. The
proposal to confer on the board powers of
this nature is wrong, even though it could
be established—I believe it could not be—
that power was given under the Aet to
make regulations of this nature. But if
they were made, the first result would be,
if anyone were sufficiently interested, to
challenge the regulations.

Hon. J. Cornell: That all costs money.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Yes. Having re-
gard to the character of the regulations,
the invasion of this regulation into the
province and duties of an industrial court
should be sufficient in itself to justify the
House in refusing to approve of the regn-
lations and in suppeorting Mr. Baxter in
his motion.

Or. motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.
HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [5.26]:

Before dealing with the Address-in-reply,
I wish to join in the expressions of very
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deep regret that have been uttered in rela-
tion to the tragie -death of Miss Hol-
man. I desire also to texpress my deep
regret at the passing of the Viee-Chancel-
lor of oor University, Professor Whitfeld,
in whom we had a gentleman especially well
fitteq for the high office he filled with .
so much credit to the State, the University
and himself. It was not my privilege to be
closely acquainted with Professor Whitfeld;
but I have reason to kmow thbat the public
life of the State and all it stands for are
much poorer by the passing of one so well
fitted for the high oifice that he adorned.

The first question noticed in the Lient.-
Governer’s Speech is that of defence. I
do not think any one of us fails to realise
the gravity of the problem facing Awustralia.
Were I to follow my own inclinations, I
would rise here and speak from now until
midnight, or until next week, on the prob-
lems of the wheatgrower. However, my
wish is to adhere to the order of the mat-
ters as they appear in the Speech. Refer-
ence is there made to the question of de-
fence, and to the expenditure the Austra-
lian people are called upon to meet in that
connection. I have here an extract from
the “West Australian” of the 7th July, in-
forming us, by eable from London, that the
Government of Great Britain has been com-
pelled—I use that word advisedly—to ad-
vance the huge sum of £100,000,000 to cer-
tain countries, namely Poland, Turkey,
Roumania and Greece, to assist them to
purchase arms and war material. That faet
brings home to us the position of the Mother
Country, the dreadful position facing her
when she is compelled to grant credits of
sweh huee amounts te those nations. It
causes us to wonder why, if Britain can do
that, we need worry greatly about finding
£33,000,000 which the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment tells us it proposes to spend on
munitions, arms, and ofher means of de-
fence. Let us not forget, however—though
it is one of those things that cannot be
avoided—that the bulk of the money will
be spent in the Eastern States. Any part
of it that may be spent in Western Aus-
tralia will be spent in the metropolitan
area. And so it goes on. The huge ex-
penditure of public money, no matter for
what purpose, seems fo be always made in
the cities and larger towns. Thus we find
the condition of commtry districts continu-
ally becoming worse. Where the expendi-
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tare of public funds takes plaee, there the
people are found; and where the people
are, most other things appear to be also.

The next item in the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech to which I desire to refer is the
question of employment. In that connee-
tion, our thoughts fly to the young people
of the State. While work must be found
for married men, still the dauty of those
at the head of affairs is to provide work
for those who will be taking our place
to-morrow. One is disappointed to find
that the present Government, which has
been so long in power, has not shown con-
tinuity in its poliey regarding employment.
It is disappointing to find the Government
lagging behind the Governments of the
Kastern States. It is not my intention to
read all the extracts which I hold; I have
them fo remind me and to baeck up my
statement that Western Australia is be-
hind most of the other States of the Com-
monwealth in its provision for training
what might be termed the lost legion, that
is, our young people, so that they may
be fitted to take their plaee in the world.
May I be permitted to read this extraet
from the ‘*West Australian’’ of the 4th
July last?—

Subsidised apprentices. The Metropolitan
Couneil of the Auvstralian Labour Party is op-
posed to any form of subsidised apprentice-
shipa. At its last meeting it gave considera-
tion to a letter from the Perth Women's
Service Guild inviting it to appoint repre-
sentatives to diseuss the possibilities of sab-
sidised apprenticeships for youths between
the ages of 18 and 25. The eouncil resolved
to oppose any system of subsidised appren-

ticeships and declined to confer with the
guild.

I have a letter written to the ‘*West Aus-
tralian’” inquiring what good reasons the
Metropolitan Council of the A.L.P. had for
its refusal. We are, however, familiar with
the reasons. One is that if the scheme were
adopted tradesmen would be thrown out
of work. It is regrettable that the couneil
refused to confer with this band of women
who are trying to do something for our
young people, so that they might have an
opportunity which I feel sure it is the de-
sire of all of us they shounld get.

Another matter conneeted with young
people is technical education. I notice
that in the metropolitan area a sum of
£43,000 is to be spent in providing what
has been called an ambitious programme of

[COUNCIL.]

extensions to the Perth Technieal College
and the Fremantle Technical School.
Under date the Gth February this year,
the *‘West Australian,’’ in an editorial,
says—

To anyonc aware of the nature of the

trust, there would appear something legally
doubtful and meorally incredible in the Gov-
ernment’s proposal to draw on the Jubilee
Fund for Youth Employment partly to finance
a building programme for thc expansion of
technical education.
I necd say no more than that. No mention
is made of drawing on that fund—whether
the drawing be legally or morally cor-
rect—for the provision of technical educa-
tion in the country. Quite recently the
Minister for Education, with the Director
of Edueation, visited Geraldton. Previous
to their visit, a public meeting had been
called at Geraldton, which we asked the
voung people to attend, so that they could
hand in their names and the subjects they
wished to study, The meeting was ealled
for the purpose of establishing technieal
classes ot Geraldton, and it was well
attended. That was in April. On my re-
turn home last week I was informed by the
head teacher of the primary school, who
ijs an enthusiast, that as the result of that
meecting he had received 250 applications
from young people in the town and distriet
for technieal instruction, At that deputa-
tion to the Minister and the Director we
were quite plainly told that, as the Gov-
ernment had spent between £22,000 and
£23,000 on the high scheol, we could not
expect the expenditure of additional money
on equipment. I have the newspaper re-
port of that deputation. The fact remains,
in my opinion, that these 250 young people
should have an equal chance with the
young people of the metropolitan area to
obtain technical eduneation. This they are
going to be denied. I am not here to utter
silty threats. We have our high sehool, and
we got it in record time.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Of course, the Pre-
mier represents Geraldton.

Hon. B. H. H. HALL: Yes. There is a
good story attached to pgetting that high
school which T would like to tell members,
but I have not time to do So now.

Hon. J. Nicholsen: You will tell us some
day, T hope.

Hon. B. H. H. HALL: I hope I will. Re-
eently T asked a question whether shorthand
and typewriting was tanght at the Bunbury
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High School, Collie, the Eastern Goldfields
Technical Sehool, Harvey, Narrogin and
the Northam High Schoel, and whether typs-
writers were supplied. 1 cannot remember
the exaet reply, but it was to the effect
that parents and citizens’ assoeciations sup-
plied the typewriters. Now that we have a
high school at Geraldton, I wish to know
how long we shall be denied typewriters,
which are necessary to teach the students
tvpewriting.

Hon. L. Craiz: You have a parents and
citizens’ association.

Hon. E. H. . HALL: This energetic
young friend of mine! We raised that point
at the deputation to the Minister and the
Director of Eduecation, and were told what
the wise young man has just said, “You have
a parents and ecitizens’ association, and it
is up to the parents and ecitizens to provide
the typewriters.”

Hon. C. B. Williams: Are typewriters
provided in the Boulder Technieal School?

Hon. E. H. H. HAUL: No. I made it
my business to ascertain that the type-
writers supplied at the various places I have
mentioned were not provided by parents and
citizens® associations. I ask, is it fair to re-
quest parents and citizens to provide type-
writers¥ We have an excellent parents and
citizens’ association at Geraldton, the mem-
bers of which have raised much money for
the benefit of onr schools there, but I do
not think they should be asked to provide
typewriters.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Why not get one of
the typewriter firms in Perth to supply
them to Geraldton as an advertisement?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Students at Ger-
aldton have had to pay outside teachers for
instruction in typewriting and shorthand.
Now that we have a splendid high school
at Geraldton, surely the Government—Iled
by the memher for Geraldton—should not
cavil at the expense of providing s few
typewriters. The Government should do
the fair thing by the parents and the chil-
dren.

Hon. C. B. Williams: How much do yon
want? Typewriters are £50 apiece,

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Following on the
question of youth emplovment is the general
question of employment. At this stage I
desire to pav grateful tribute to the Hon-
orary Minister, who is at present in charge
of this department. T mentioned this matier

261,

while speaking on the Supply Bill, and I
do not want the Honorary Minister to think
that T failed to appreciate the telegram
he sent me in connection with a very
dire case. So much do I appreciate it that
I intend to get it suitably framed and hang
it up in my house, as a memento of a Min-
istor with a big heart. He is the only Min-
ister since I have been in Parliament who
has responded to my requests. I received
the telegram after T was given an assur-
ance hy the sergeant of police that he had
sent a report to the Minister on the ease.
He had said, “I promise you to get my re-
port away by te-night’s mail.” I know the
sergeant i3 a humane man, and am sure he
kept his promise. He has sinee reassured
me on the point. The fact remains, how-
ever, that had I not written to the Minister
on the matter, the unfortunate man for
whom I was seeking assistance wounld have
heen in a parlous position for perhaps two
weeks, as many others have been. On the
following afternoon I received this tele-
gram from the Honorary Minister:—

No appliention reeeived from
{mentioning the man’s name}. Am accept-
ing vour statement ns correet. Pleage in-

struet (man’s name) to report to foreman
Duncan for work immedintely. Grav.

police re

The next morning [ went to see the man
in the bush, where he was living with his
six childven, and told him to report for
work. It happened to be one of our cold-
est days, too. [ thank the Honorary Minis-
ter sincerely I eannot promise him in re-
turn to support his favourite Bread Bill—
I ecannot go =as far as that—but
I shall not forget the extreme pleasure I
experienced on receipt of that telegram, es-
pecially as the Minister had not received the
police report, which contained a request that
the matter be dealt with expeditionsly.
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: He has too
other duties: that is his trouble.

Hon. C. B. Williams: If some Labour
members hear of this to-morrow, the Minis-
ter will get the cane!

Hon. F. H. H. HALL: T felt T must refer
o thi= man’s ense beeause at long last we
find we are not to he slaves of enstom. Why
must applications be sent to Perth for
attention? Had it not been for the letter I
sent to the Minister the applieation would
have filtered through the ordinary channels,
and in the meantime the appliecant would
liave had fo depend upon the charity of the

many
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people of Geraldton. 1 have another ease in
my district, that of a man with five children.
He i a widower and, after working all day,
looks after his children at night. He was
kept waiting for some weeks. Why cannot
we have some responsible authority in the
principal towns of the State to deal with
thewe applieations, pending the making of
what I muost admit are necessary inquiries?
The Premier at a public meeting held in
Geraldion informed us that Mr. Seaddan,
when Minister, had investigated the matter
and that the snggestion could not be
adopted. That, however, was a long time
ago. For me to prefer the reguest is prob-
ably wvseless, but I think the idea should be
adopted, and I deemed it my duty fo men-
tion the fact.

Hon. A. Thomson: A very practical sug-
gestion.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Speech re-
calls that last session we authorised an in-
crease of capital for the Workers’ Homes
Board. Members of the board visited Ger-
aldton some months ago, but instead of in-
terviewing applicants in the couneil cham-
ber, where sittings had been held previously,
they held the meetings in the office of the
AWTY. Members might ask what was
wrong with that arrangement. When we
have a mmnicipal chamber that belongs to
all the people, why should the members of
the board go to the office of a politicsl
organisation? I ean imagine what a howl
wonld have gone up from the other side
had the members of the board used the
office of the National Party or the Primary
Producers’ Association. Rightly so, too.
Next time the members of the beard visit
Geraldton, I hope they will hold their meet-
ings in the council chamber. I made it my
business to ask the Mayor and the Town
Clerk whether permission to hold the meet-
ings at the eouncil ehamber had been re-
fused, and they were as much concerned ag
T was about the change of venne.

Many years ago, probably before the pre-
sent Government took office, land was re-
guired for railway purposes at Geraldton
and portion of a street was closed. All the
land salong one side with houses on it was
resumed and the houses are occupied by
railway men who, of course, pay no rates.
Farther along there was some land that was
pot required. In the vicinily is a huge eoal
dump helongicg to the loeo department, and
when the street was put through, a small
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piece of land at the corner of Phelps street
and Eleanor street was left vacant. On that
piece of land, having an area of less than
half an  acre, four |houses Were
built of old galvanised iron, and they are
occupied by railway men. In the course of
a deputation to the Premier a few months
ago, I asked whether he was not ashamed
of those places and whether arrangements
could niot be made for their removal. Those
houses are sandwiched between the coal
dump and a cemetery. Could not the piece
of land be used for a children’s playground ¥

Member: That would be even worse,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Four homes with
outhouses are jambed up on that small
block, and if there is one fown in the State
with plenty of vacant land available &t
reasonable prices and conveniently situated,
that town is Geraldton. If any ratepayer
sought permission to erect houses of simi-
lar type in that part of the district, the
loeal authority would rightly refuse.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: The Government
can do no wrong.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: Apparently that
ia s0. Why does not the Government pro-
vide decent housing accommodation for
many of its employees? Government em-
ployees stationed in Geraldton are, on the
whole, not badly housed, but outback lives
the humble repairer who keeps the line in
order, and the aceommodation provided for
him and his family is not satisfactory. Is
any member satisfied with the housing ac-
commodation made available for sach
people? At one time I was a Government
cmployee—a postmaster—and a residence
was provided for which I had to pay rent.
T do not suggest that the Government should
erect homes for which g rental of 25s. a week
would have to bhe charged, but eould not
houses be provided at a suitable rental in-
stead of allowing those people to live in any
antiguated shack?

"Hon. A. Thomson: Some are living in
houses built of old sleepers.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That i3 so. Last
session we gave much consideration to the
question of aborigines. I wish to quote a
letter received from a lady at Ajana—the
terminus of the Geraldton-Northampton
line, some 50 miles from Geraldion, ad-
dressed to the seecretary of the Northern
Division of the Country Women’s Assoecia-
tion as follows:—

The Galena (where the lead mine was) half-
cagtes live on the verge of destitution
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always. Most of the crowd at the camp get
no rations, and if it were not for help from
my mother and the school teacher, I do not
know how they wonld survive, Repesnted
appeals to the ahorigines department have
only resulted in the Northampton police
accusing then of interfering. Actually the
eommunity there iz a seandal and a blot on
our civilisation.

People in the South-West have more
trouble with the half-castes than we have.

Hon, L. Crair: You wmean the Great
Southern,

Hon. E. !l. H. HALTL: That is so; but
the quotation shows how the haif-castes in
my province are being neglected.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Did yon bring that
matter before the Minister?

Hon. E. H H. HALL: Half-castes in
Geraldton have been eamped on a hill not
far from my home on property very close
to if not that owned by Mr. Drew. The
Commissioner recently decided to erect
camps for those people about a mile out
of the town in order that they might be
better housed. I do not think the cost
amounted to wmuch; they are galvanised
iron structures. The idea evidently was to
get the half-eastes into some sort of decent
habitation. The eamps have no floors and
are located on sandy ground, and there is
no provision for & fire. Anyone who knows
the half-castes is aware that they love a
fire, but they have to go outside to do
their cooking and cannot make a fire inside
at which to keep warm. Whatever the
cost of those camps was, the money might
as well not have been spenu.

The ‘‘“West Australian,”” in a leading
article on the 10th February, made the
following comments under the heading ‘‘A
National Native Poliey’":—

Even aborigines have to live on the right

side of the fence to get the plums. The am-
bitious native policy announced for the
Northern Territory by the Federal Govern-
ment thiz week is probably good as far as it
goes, but it is bounded by a series ot
imaginary lines which prevent it from being
a proper national attack on one of the big-
gest social problems in the Commonwealth
to-day,
We are apt to fall into the habit of saying
that this is a Commonwealth matter. Mr.
Parker, when speaking on the Address-in-
Reply last week, made the following state-
ment :—

We all knew of s.p. shops which are never
raided.
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He was speaking of the failure of the Gov-
ernment to enforce the betting laws. I
interjected, ‘*Are there,”’ but evidently
the hon. member did not hear me. I do not
know of such shops, but I am not a rep-
resentative of the metropolitan area. I
have no doubt that Mr. Parker would not
make a statement of that sort unless he’
was sure of his grounds. If his statement
that certain s.p. betting shops are never
raided is ecorrect, how on earth can we
expeet the people to show that respeet Eor
law and order which is so neeessary? I
repeat what I said on a previous occa.
sion, namely that the Comunlissioner of
Police should no. be subject to Ministerial
econtrol. As the Anditor-General is the
servant of Parliament, I think it equally
necessary that the Commissioner of Police
should be responsible to Parliament. Par-
liament makes the laws and Parliament
should have an officer directly responsible
to it in order to ensure that the laws are
carried out. This policy, if adopted, would
be more satisfactory to everybody econ-
cerned.

Hon. G, Fraser: Do you think that any
Minister would instruct the Commissioner
of Police not to raid certain places?

Hon, E. H, ¥, HALL: Let me now revert
to a question that I have previously asked.
Does Labour, by its poliey, stand for free-
hold or leaschold tenure of Crown land?
No less a person than the Leader of the
National Party in ancther place referred to
this matter. He was speaking of a sale
of public land at Kalgoorlie where all
classes of people were bidding. What
chanee has a worker to secure a block of
land against the bidding of moneyed men?

Hon. C. B. Williams: You ought to be-
long to the Labour Party.

Hon. E. H. TL. HALL: If the party
would have me, T might consider the point.
Still, my party allows me just a little lati-
tude, and I fear I could never tolerate the
rigid diseipline required by the Labour
Party. Mr. Williams, of course, hag been
able to exert his undoubted personality
and ‘‘get away with it,”’ but I do not think
T could be so snecessful. I am pleased that
the Leader of the National Party had the
courage to express his sympathy with the
policy laid down by the Henry George
League, namely the leasehold svstem of
land tenure, .
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Hon. G. Fraser: I imagine he was hauled
over the coals for it.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I had the plea-
sure of reading Mr. Fraser’s appeal to his
fellow unionists, who subsequently voted for
him in the selection ballet. A friend of
mine sent me a copy of the appeal, and
that of his opponent. One of the points
the hon. member raised dealt with the ques-
tion of probate on small estates. If people
in mefropolitan constituencies look to their
representatives in Parliament for help in
matters of that kind, how inconvenient must
it be for dwellers in the conntry, who eannot
so readily have access to their members? I
am amazed that no Government has yet
thought fit to relieve the position in which
poor people now find themselves, and I am
still hopeful that those who live in the
country will be put on the same footing, at
all events, as those who live in the metro-
politan arca. I refer particularly to the
Administration Aet of 1903, Section 53 of
which lays down that when a person dies
and leaves a property not excerding £500
in value, the widow or next of kin may
apply in person direet to the Master for
help in obtaining probate or administration.

The scetion indidates that if the deceased
died more than 30 miles from Perth an
applieation could be made to the distriet
agent for the Master. Distriet agents have
not yet hern appointed, and the probate
office in Perth wiil not aet upon any appli-
cation that is sent by post. When. thers.
fore, a widow or the next of kin wishes to
obtain probate or administration in a small
estate, the appliecant has to apply person-
ally at the probate office. The intention of
the Act is that district agents should be
appointed to receive snch applications, but
that infention has not yet been ecarried out.
If district agents eamnnot be appeinted to
deal with estates when the testator has died
30 miles or more from Perth, the law should
be amended so that poor persons may, by
eorrespondence, apply for probate or ad-
ministration on small estates. T know of
several instances of hardship in this con-
neetion. Apparently the same forms have
to be filled in for an estate worth well under
£500, or worth practically nothing, as would
be required in the case of a wealthy estate.
I appeal to the Labour Government fo have
the Act amended so that widows, and those
who are left with very small estates, may be
saved the expemse of employing 2 lawyer

{COUNCIL.]

to settle their business, and may he put on
the same footing as are people in the metro-
politan area. I have every confidence in
believing that the Honorary Minister wily
have this matter put right for the reason
that at present no dictrict agents have been
appointed. Many people in country dis-
tricts have been put to great inconventence
and expense hecause of the existing state
of affairs, Parliament has provided for
them, hat the Government has failed to
appoint the necessary distriet agents. Such
appointments should he made, or the Master
chould be instructed to deal with these ques-
tinng when they come hefore him by post.

Hon. @, Traser: Court fees in the case of
small estates should be eliminated.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T feel it is the
wish of Parliament that every consideration
shonld be given to people in humble cireum-
stances. It is had enough for them to have
lost the bread-winner without being obliged
to pay tawyer’s feer and have other expenses
placed npon their shonlders. Upon widows
this sort of thing is a hardship.

Hon. €. B. Wiliams: Apart altogether
from having to spend a fortnight in Perth.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T know the Gov-
ernment is faced with many difficulties. A
case enme under my notice from Geraldton
recenfly of a man in the conntry who for
many vears had heen paying preminms to
a life insurance company. When his policy
matured he had to employ a solicitor to get
his just dues. but even then he was able to
regain only the money he had actually paid
in. The eompany had the use of his money
for 20 vears, but returned to him only what
he had paid in. and did not do that ontil
he employed a solicifor to fight it.

Hon. H. Tuekev: Is the company still in
husiness?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes. The “West
Australian” on the 28th June last dealt with
life insurance under the heading of “Federal
Law Urged.” The company in question has
already received atteption at the hands of
the New South Wales Government and the
Parliament of that State. It should be
dealt with.

I dn not want to interfers with a terri-
tory with which, as a member of this
Chamber, I have nothing to do. What T
am going to say now concerns chiefly mem-
bers vepresenting the North, but it alse
affects the whole State. I have here an
extract from page 448 of ‘“Hansard’’ for
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1938, dealing with the debate on the Yampi
iron ore embargo in another place. The
Premier stated on that occasion that the
people of the southern portion of Western
Australin had not the necessary finanee
with whieh to do justice to the Norith-West.
1 doubt if the Government will take any
notice of what I say, but I do urge it to
take steps to let the Federal Government
handle that part of the State, say, from
Carnarvon northwards. I do not stand for
any shirking of responsibility on the pari
of the sonthern portion of the State, but
why should we continue to penalise the
prople in the North?  The Premier has
admitted that we have not the necessary
funds with whieh to do a fair thing by
them. Why not ask another (Government,
the Foderal Administration, that is better
equipped for such a purpose, to take the
matter in hand? I have evidenece here from
a man who has lived and worked for years
in that part of the State, and he has satis-
fied me that the question is one that should
be attended to immediately, True, if we
lost that part of our territory we would
lose three excellent members from this
House, and the Government would also lose
four members from another place, so that
a new {iovernment would then eome into
power, A fig for Governments and mem-
bers! We must do our duty by that vast
provinee.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Even if it means
the Labour Government going out of office.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: At the moment I
am thinking of that great man, whose
photograph 1 have at home, General
Monash. T had no overseas serviee, but I
do think that General Monash was a man
we ought to be proud of. People are all
too ready to sneer and jeer at the race fo
which he belonged, a race that bas been
persecuted for countless years. Let us
give the people of that race who wish to
settle in the North an opportunity to do
something for themselves. Let us also
make the opportunity available for our
own young people if it is at all possible to
populate and develop that paxt of the
State.

I now come to the question of Child Wel-
fare. Be it said to the eredit of the Gov-
ernment that it has done something for
the unfortunate fatherless children, bant
it has not done nearly enough. Where will
it get the money? We boast of our stan-
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dards of living. Members of the Labour
Party and others boast of it, Can a
widowed mother do a fair thing by her
children on the miserable sum that is
allowed her by the State Government, a
little over 7s. a week? Then there ave the
unfortunate children who have become
wards of the State. I have here a com-
ment by the ‘“West Australian,”” and the
report of an interview with the Minister.
That hon. gentleman admitted that a good
case had been made out, but still nothing
is done. Where did the money with which
Lo build the Geraldton High School come
from? We had a public meeting in the
town, and word was sent out that some-
thing would happen if we did not get the
school, The unfortunate people of whom
I am speaking have been waiting a long
time to get a fair deal. Let us do our duty
by the mothers and fatherless children.
We should give the mothers something to
enable them to bring up their children as
we would desire oumrs to be brought up.

Child endowment is another important
yuestion. I wonder at the attitude of the
party with whieh such men as the Honor-
ary Minister, Mr, Williams, and Mr. Drew
are associated. It is laying itself open to
the echarge that it has forgotten the man
with responsibilities. In New South Wales
the system of child endowment is in opera-
tion. In the Post Office in this city cem-
plovees have the benefit of ehild endow-
ment, and work side by side with others
who have not got it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They pay for it
themselves.

Hon. E. HH. H HALL: The interjection
does not carry any weight, I do not under-
stand the attitude of the party. The basic
wage was arranged on the basis of a man,
his wife and two c¢hildren. Ever sinee I
was a boy the public men of the couniry
have been talking about the value of child-
ren to the State. Our actions belie onr
words. What encouragement and con-
sideration do we show the man who has to
rear a family?

Hon. G. Fraser: Do not you support the
abolition of the financial emergency tax?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Last session I
said what I thought about the intentions of
the Government. I am sorry the Chief
Secretary is not in his place, for I wish
to quote the case of a young girl at Gutha
who by correspondence won a Government
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scholarship, Members ecan imagine what
this meant to the parvents, who are in poor
<cireamstances and who have battled against
many difficulties and hardships. The
father is a returned soldier. The little
daughter won the seholarship, but by Gov-
eroment regulations was prevented from
reaping the benefit of it. I could shed
tears about this, but to ery will not serve
any good purpose. The child shounld have
gone to the Geraldion High School, but the
seholarship was not sufficient to live upen,
and she was depied her chance. The nuns
of the Dongarra gonvent would have taken
her for the £24, educated her and kept her,
but the regulations provide that the
seholarship applies only at a high sechool,
and that pupils must go to the High School
in the district, in this ease Geraldton. I
am as keen 85 any man could be upon
pupils atiending Government high schools,
but I would not in the circumstances dis-
¢losed deprive a girl who had won a scholar-
ship the opportunity fo profit by it

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. H, H. HALL: Just a few final
words on thc position of the girl who won a
scholarship by correspondence but who, on
aceount of the straitened finances of her
parents, who are engaged in farming opera-
tions, was unable to avail herself of the op-
portunity to attend the Geraldton High
‘School. The value of the seholarship was
£24 per annum. which was wholly insuffi-
cient to cover the cost of board for the girl
at Geraldton and necessary expenditure on
books and eclothes. Regulstions in respect
of seholarships tenable at Government high
schools are not framed without considerable
thought. T agree that the regulations shonld
be departed from only in exceptional circum-
stances. Throughout the correspondence on
this matter, the point is stressed that a de-
partare from the regulations would create
s precedent.

I was a ecivil servant for 25 years—a
humble one, I admit—and during the whole
of that period, and also since becoming a
member of this House, I have noted the holy
horror evidenced at the creation of prece-
dents. Tf we rizidly follow that principle,
we shall get nowhere, nor shall we make
any progress Rather must we create prece-
dents, to keep in step with the times. I am
just as anxious as anyone else that all stu-
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dents in the Geraldton district—which ex-
tends from the North-West along the Won-
gan Hills line to Dalwallinu, along the Mid-
land line for a similar distance, and right
through the Murchison to Wiluna—shall
avail themselves of the educational faci-
lities at Ceraldton. On the other hand,
so0 far from being selfish, I agree
that, where the eircumstances warrant
such a course, and, after due inquiry
by an authorised Government officer, it is
found that parents cannot afford the extra
cost of sending a daughter or son to a high
school ot Geraldton, Albany, Bunbury or
anywhere eclse, and another educational in-
stitution offers to make available to the
child the course of education to which she
or he is entitled, then the Government
should not adhere rigidly to the terms of
any such regulation as that to which T have
drawn attention. My cfforis to overcome
the difficulty were rejected by the previous
Minister for Education, Hon. F. J. S. Wise.
I know that one Minister is always averse
to setting aside a predecessor’s decision
in such matters, and I do not wish to worry
the Honorary Minister at this juncture. I
shall await the return of Mr. Kitson, the
present Minister for Edneation, and when I
place the matter before him, I hope I shall
be more suceessful.

Next, T wish to refer to a matter that I
do not like meptioning, but I consider I
shonld do so. I refer to a type of adver-
tisernent that appears in all the papers re-
garding articles that are dealt with in the
pamphlet I have in my possession.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Are you referring
te P.Ks.?

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: The pamphlet was
handed to me by a railway employee living
in the metropolitan area, who assured me
that the leaflets were left in letter boxes
throughout the district. T have no doubt
the distribution bhas been general. The
advertisements regarding the artiele appear
in reputable journals like the “West Aus-
tralian,” the “Primary Producer”™—of which
some members may have heard—and even
in our loecal mewspaper at Geraldton. The
advertisements refer to what are generally
known as “rubber goods.”

Hon. ¢. B. Williams: Dunlops or Per-
drian’s?

Hon. B, H. H. HALL: These pamphlets
are placed in the letter boxes of people who
have growing children.
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Hon. C. B. Williams: I thonght you wero
referring to motor tyres.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I have not drawn
the attention of the Commissioner of Police
to the matter, but I nnderstand he is power-
less to take action. The Government should
take steps to prohibit advertisements of this
description. Every member knows what I
am referring to. It is high time the Gov-
ernment took action fo prohibit the publica-
tion of such disgusting advertisements.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Are yon not reflect-
ing upon members when yon sav they know
what you are talking about?

Tha PRESIDENT : Order, order!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Tn his speech on
the Address-in-reply Mr. Parker referred
to a matler that T shall deal with, and T
wrote down his words at the time. He was
commenting upon the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act and, aceording to the Licut.-
Governor’s Speech, we are to be asked to
amend that statute this session. Mr, Parker
said—

I believe that the workers do not receive
benefits to the full extent for the injuries
they austain. TUntil the Aet is overhauled,
the workers will not derive from its provi-
sions the benefits to which they are entitled,

Hon. G. Fraser: The workers would have
derived fewer henefits still from the Aet if
the House had agreed to Mr. Parker's
amendments of some years ago.

Hen. E. H. H, HALL: I wonder if Mr.
Parker and other members have had experi-
ence of unfortunate instances sueh as I have
encountered. 1 shall deal briefly with two
cases because I regard the failure of Par-
liament and of the Government to deal justly
with the men concerned as lamentable. At
the outset I desire to quote from the speech
of the then Minister for Employment, Hon.
A. R. G. Hawke, when moving the second
reading of the Workers’ Compensation Aet
Amendment Bill last session. On page 475
of last year's “Hansard” members will find
the Minister reporied thus—

The injustice of the present position arises
from the fact. that very often, when n worker
ig injured, he is too ill or disabled to consider
his legal remedies and his wife or somenme
acting on his behalf claims compensation
withont taking into consideration whether it
would be more to the worker’s benefit to pro-
ceed under the Workers’ Compensation Act,
or to procced at common law. The worker is
at times obliged by his cirecumstances to
accept compensation, thereby losing henefits
that he could have obtained had he heen in
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a fit condition preperly to consider his posi-
tion.

That is the point T wish to deal with. These
ave the words of the Minister himself, and
he proceeded—

A man in ill-ealth or badly injured is not
in a fit state to make up his mind about what
type of legal action le should take, and
poverty and illness often cavse him to take
the ling of least registance, to his own detri-
ment,

Hon. C. B, Williams: Quiie o number do
that.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Then the Minister
continued at a later stape—

During recent vears there has heen an in-
crensing tendeney for insurance eompanies te
persuade injured workers to aceept final
scttlementa nnder which sueh workers reccive
amounts far less thun those to which they
are entitled under the provisions of the Act.
There have becn many scandalous cases of
this natore.  We all know what a great
temptation the offer of a final settlement for
an amount of £100 or £200 or £300 must be to
n worker who has perhaps never handled
ntore than 100 or 200 or 300 shillings at the
one time.  Undoubtedly, numerous insurance
companies have persunded workera to aceept
finzl gettlements of this description, the com-
panies  having full Kknowledge that the
amounis provided for in the final seftlement
represent only a half or a quarier of the
ampunt fo whirh the wurkers are legally en-
titled. The Act as it stands does not provide
any suapervision with regard te amounts
agreed upon in  final secttlements of this
nature, Tt is felt that the Act should contain
some provision for supervising final settle-
ments, and that the worker is entitled to be
protected against a  final settlement that
gives to him far less than he should really
receive. Thercfore the Bill provides that
elerks of rourts, in addition to satisfying

themeelves of the genuineness of any final
scitlement, shall alzo  fully satisfy them-
delves  that  the amount  provided for is

adequate in the circumstances. This provi-
sion will give to injured workera a protection
which theyx deserve and which they wvery
much need. It will put an end to an undegir-
able practice which has devcloped of recent
vears, and which is inereasing as the days ge
hy. The provision will, T feel sure, commend
itself to every member of the House and, T
hope, te a majority of members in another
place.

T havo stressed these references to the in-
suranee companies and the temptation to
injured workers to aecept redueed sums in
settlement of their elaims, T intend tn quote
two instances that do not concern private
insurance offices, but the State Government
Insurance Office. Surely we ean do better
than this. The first matter relates to the ence
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of a man named Boys. The Minister, in a
letter to me dated the -th July last, wrote—

I have now had ar opportunity of con-
sidering the contents of your letter of June
i5th last in which you set out particulars
covering the compensation case of Mr. C.
Boys of Bluff Point, Geraldton. In view of
the fact that Boys signed a full and final
settlement in comnection with his claim on
February 7th last, it is regretted no further
action can be taken in the matter,
I want the House, the publie and the Gov-
erpment to take notice of this matter.

Hon. C. B. Williams: From whom did von
reepive that letter?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL:
Minister.

Hon. C. B, Williams: From the Minis-
ter? Not the Government Actuary?

Houn. E. H. H. HALL: No; from the
Minister for Labour. I brought the matter
under his notice. 'We are frequently told we
should draw his attention to sueh matters.
1 did so in this instanee. Boys accepted a
fina]l settlement after examination by num-
erous doctors and medical boards, who told
him that he would be fit for work in three
months’ time. I think he accepted £45. At
the end of the three months he applied to
the Main Roads Board office for engage-
ment. He was told, “Our instruetions from
Perth are not to re-employ you until you
can produce a doctor’s eertificate to the
effect that you are O.K.” 8o he went to
his doctor, who said, “I eannot certify you
fit for work” He pleaded with his doctor,
and stated he was married with six young
children. The doctor gave him a certificate,
and he went back to work He put his
kit on a truek and arrived at his destina-
tion. In lifting his bag from the truck, he
collapsed. The injury was to his back.
After he had collapsed, he was sent back
to (feraldton. To-day he is drawing from
the Child Welfare Department, on the pro-
duction of a doctor’s certificate, the full
rate of financial assistance for himself, his
wife and children. That man had a doctor’s
certifieate to say he was not fit for work; yet
he was palmed off with a final settlement of
£45.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I think the name
of the doetor who said he would be fit for
work in three months ought to be published
in “Hansard.”

Hon, G. Fraser: Was it on his own doe-

tor’s advice that he accepted the final settle-
ment? )

From the
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.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: No. It was the
decision of the Medical Board.

Hon. G. Fraser: What did his own doe-
tor say?

Hon. E. H H. HALL: The man was
down bere, away from his home. Every-
thing was done down here.

Hon. A. Thomson: It was not his own
doctor he saw?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: No. When the
three monlhs had expired he saw his own
doctor, who reported him unfit for work.
The medieal board down here said, “You
have onr definite assurance that in three
montks’ time you will be fit for work. In-
stead of eoming for a weekly chegue, take
a lump-sum payment. Sign up, and away
you go.” I do not think doctors do this
kind of thing wilfully. I am sure they do
not. Buf doectors are only human, and in
this instance thev made a mistake.
Why shonld a doctor at Geraldton—he has
been there for some time and is a clever
young man—say this man was still suffering
from the injury if he was not? I am sure
the doctors in Perth were consecientious when
they said that in three months’ time Boys
would be able to return to work; but the
fact remains that at the end of that period
he had not recovered.

Hon. A. Thomson: One would expect bet-
fer treatment from the State Insnrance
Office.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is the point
I am making. If a private insurance office
were concerned, one eould imagine the Min-
ister saying, “What can you expect? If
we had a Government insurance office the
situation would be totally different.” If a
man is charged with murder, do not the
judgzes instruet the jury that if there is any
doubt at all in their minds, the accused
should have the benefit of that doubt? Here
is 2 man who has always worked for and
earned his living. He came from Shark
Bay about 18 months ago, and asked me to
fill in his papers so that he might obtain
reliecf work. He was doing very well. The
ganger was pleased with him, and be had
been chosen as a leading hand, or something
of the sort. He was looking forward to 2
good spin. I have here two telegrams from
Theo Christie, of Shark Bay. He is a man
who engages in fishing and has a refrigerat-
ing plant on his boat. His wires were ad-
dressed to this man, whom he asked to re-
turn to his old job as assistant engineer on



[23 Aveusr, 1939.]

the vossel, But the man cannot do the
work. He cannot stand up for any length
of f¢ime. Tt is high time that some-
thing was done along the lines of the
Minister’s suggestion to Parliament lasi
vear, This man was promised full recovery
in three months’ time, and he should be
given a chance to obtain further compensa-
tion for his injury. I am told, however,
that he signed up and that therefore the
case cannpt be re-opened. I have another
letter here from Mr. Hawke, dated the 18th
Aungnst, coneerning & man named Udell. It
reads as follows:—

Recently you forwarded a letter and medi-
cal certifieate covering the position of Mr. H.
TUdell of Geraldton. You also attached a
copy of letter you had received from Mr.

© Udell in which he sets out a history of his
case.

The Government Aectuary recently for-
warded a report to me in connection with
Tdell’s e¢ase. TIn that report Mr. Bennett
states the case was settled by the pavment of
a lump sum equivalent to twelve months’
compensation—the amount being £105. At
the time the full and final scttlement was
made the Government Actuary wnas very re-
Inctant to settle on the basis above men-
tioned, as he considered the payment of a
lesser amount would have met the position
in a reascnable way.

It is regretted that cases are not re-opened
onee they have been settled on a basis nf full
and final settlement.

Tt is suggested you diseuss the possibility
of having suitable work made available to
Udell with the officers of the Employment
Department,

When the Premier came to Geraldton I
introduced this man to him, and the Pre-
mier promised that he would see what could
be done to provide him with a light job:
but the Honorary Minister, who control:
the department, is well aware of the diffi-
eulty of such a course being adopted.
Where are these light jobs? They cannot
be manufactured; I am well aware of that.
This man is not more than 35 years of age.
He was a temporary employee of the Rail-
way Department, and at the fime of his
accident he was on a roof, painting. He bad
uo belt to support him, and fell on to a
cement floor, injuring his back; I think his
kidneys were affected. The same thing hap-
pened to him as happened to Boys. On the
sssurance of the doctors that in twelve
months’ time he would be all right, he ac-
cepted a lnmp-sum payment; but he has not
recovercd. He canngt go to work; he can-
not stand up for more than half an hour

(11}
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at a time. T do nof want to detain the
House any longer with these cases, but
here is a certificate from the doctor at Ger-
aldton under date the 5th of this month,
reading :—

I hereby certify that Mr. Udell is suffering

from an old back injury and is not fit to do
heavy work.

Hon. G. Fraser: I am open to eorrection,
but I think this TTouse rejected a provision
submitted with a view to enabling difficulties
of this kind to be overcome.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Qaly last year
the Minister asked another place to deal
with this very matter, and said he hoped
members of this Chamber would also pass
tho measure. So far as I remember, we
did do so; but that does not seem to have
met the ease.

Hon. G. Fraser: T do not think we did
pass it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We passed something
last year.

IIon. G. Fraser: To Qeal with this matter
of final settlements?

Hen. J. Nicholson: I think se.

Hon. G. Fraser: It was turned down in
this Chamber.

Hon. E. H. H  HALL: I do not know
whether anyone has seen this document. It
is entitled “The High Road to Prosperity,”
and declares that Labour's employmens
poliecy has revived industry. Here is an-

other highly-colonred pamphlet, which
reads—
The W.A. Labour Party calls upon its

affiliations to work for the return of the
Labour Government. How wou may help to
secure its return—By showing how Labour
has raised the workers’ wages; by telling
your friends that Labour has shortened hours,
and that Labour has inereased cmplorment.

Only the other day T read remarks of
Mr. Hawke hotly contesting statements
made by Mr. Baxter. He said, ‘M.
Baxter knows perfectly well that the Gov-
ernment is not tesponsible for raising
workers’ wages and improving the condi-
tions of labour. That is brought about by
the Arbitration Court.’’ Mr. Hawke said
something to that effect, I wonder if
members have also read this ‘‘Solidarity
Bond’'? It was issued in connection with
the Legislative Assembly elections of 1939.
The one I have in my hand is number
7202, and in the left-hand bottom ecorner
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is the intimation, ‘‘Bonds, 6d."’ On this
piece of paper appears the following:—

Labour Made This Possible,

1933. 1938.
Bagic Wage Com. Latham Labour
parison— Government. (Government.
£ 8 d. £ s d
Metropolitan... 3 90 ¢4 1 1
South-West ... an o ¢ 2 2
Goldfielda 318 0 415 2

Now Labour needs your help. To secure

yourself, invest in Labour,

A few months later the Premier, deal-
ing with the State finances, says they are
well in hand. Although we have slipped
back to the extent of £330,000, he declared
that the finameces are well in hand.

Here is a direction in whieh I find it
difficult to understand Labour’s policy. I
refer to the employment of contraet trucks
on Main Roads Board work. The AW.U,
has taken the matter up with the Govern-
ment, and in this instance the Government
would be well advised to pay heed to the
representations made by the union. As
most members know, men working on the
roads are conveyed by truck for long dis-
tances. Many men make the journey,
and the truck truvels fairly fast. If any-
thing happens—of course we hope it will
not—who is going to be responsible? T
understand that these men are not insured.
In taect, the deputation from the A W.U.
asked the Government to consider that
very point. If the Government believes—
as I understand it does—in day work, why
have all these trneks been hired on con-
tract? Some of them might be engaged at
g0 mueh a day, but I tbink I am right in
saying that the large majority is employed
on contract. What happens? A man is
earning his living with his own truck. He
is paid so muoch per yard per mile and
he has to work hard in order to make a
decent living. I know n man who has a
£500 truck engaged on this work. In
order to pay off that amount he has to
work very hard. He gets into a pit and is
a contractor working alongside relief men
on day work. If he cannot cart a certain
amount of material per day he will not
make good; so he says ‘*Go on boys, put
vour back into it; give us a chance.’’
They very naturally reply, "“You are on
contract; we are on day wages.’’ Mem-
bers will realise the position. If the Gov-
ernment is sincere in its advoeacy of day
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labour, I would ask, who is in the better
position to buy these trucks and put the
men on day wages? If we are in
favour of a principle we should give effect
to it. If not, let us say so. I have been
told by the men that the reason why the
Government does not do this, is that it is
making use of sweated labour, What I
am about to say is hardly likely to fit in
with my last assertion. There are eertain
persons who put trucks on the road in
competition with those who c¢onduct their
business on altogether different lines. I
have nothing against such persons, but I do
like a fair thing and if a job happens to
be a sustenance job, and it is in this case,
why should a man engaged in other forms
of business be permitted to compete with
others who are trying to earn a living with
their own trucks?  This matter has re-
ceived the attention of the A'W.U. gen-
eral secretary. All one Sunday morning
it was being thrashed out, and I hope, that
in fairness to all concerned, the Govern-
ment will inquire into what has been going
on. Other things are being done that
should not be permitted.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Tell ns what they
are.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The department
eould well conduct an inquiry because
there is a considerable sum of money in-
volved. My desire is solely that those who
are accused or are under suspicion should
be given a chance to clear themselves. The
other day a question was asked in another
place by Mr. Watts about the average daily
cost, including wages of the driver, of run-
a State-owned motor truck on main roads
work in the country. The Minister’s reply,
T am assured by a practical man who does
his own repairs and is a hard worker, is
absolutelv—what shall I say—% Anyway,
the Minister's reply was that the daily
cost was 3%s. 8d. and that included allow-
ance for depreciation as well as running
expenses. I showed that reply to several
men and they simply ridieuled it. It was
an entirely wrong impression to give,

We have heard a good deal about second-
ary industries and the visit of the Minister
for Industrial Development to the Eastern
States. The other day I asked a question
ahout the expenditure ineurred by the Min-
ister and his secretary on their visit
to the Eastern States, The reply I
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received was that in each case the
expenditure was a little over £80, The
figures are a mere detail since the

visit might result in thousands of pounds
worth of benefit to the State. We are, how-
ever, entitled to eriticise and thab is the
privilege of our system of democrasy. The
Minister receives a salary of £1,500 a year
and while he was away he eollected roughly
£20 a week for expenses. But I am wonder-
ing whether it was anyone’s duty to bring
under his notice the trouble that was foment-
ing at Mills & Ware’s factorv. We are
told by the Fremantle Trades Hall people
that the industrialists concerned at that fae-
tory are meostly voung people who have heen
discontented for a considergble time past.
Surely those voung people had some means
of conveying to the Minister some informa.
tion ahout what was going on. Conld not the
Minister have approached Mills & Ware or
the Emplovers’ Federation and expressed his
desire to end the difficulty? We have an
Arbitration Act and if the Minister had in-
terested himself in the matter, I am sure
some zood might have resulted. He eonld
easily have said that he was anxious to keep
the wheels of the factorv in motion and if
the Arbitration Conrt business was in & con-
gested slale and there was no chance of the
ease heing taken for some months, he could
have suzeested the appointment of an arbi-
trator. If such an action had heen taken by
the Minister the trouble might have been set-
tled before this. The strike has proved a
lamentable affair. Mostly young people are
involved and they are setting at defiance the
law of the Jand. Yet the Minister goes to
the Eastern States to invite people to ecome
hera and establish factories! I have no
wish to throw a spanner in the wheels of in-
dustry, but a fair question to ask is why
people in the State are not encouraged to
invest in local industries. A canning fae-
tory that was established in the Geraldton
district failed through want of eapital. All
who know about the operations of that in-
dustry said it should never have failed. Mr.
Ackroyd Stuart had well-equipped works,
but had to close them down. A business with
which I was connected did not reeeive any
assistance and so I can speak feelingly. I
am wondering whether the members of the
Government are really sincere on the ques-
tion of establishing industries in the State.
If they are, why do they not put their
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hands in their pocrkets and back their
faney in some direction or other?

Hon. C. B. Williams: Some of them have
been shareholders in mines,

Hon. E. H H. HALL: At Geraldion
there ure a fiour mill, a brewery and super-
phosphate works. I have shares in each of
them becanse I consider it my duty to sup-
port such private enterprises. We know
very well that secondary industries cannot
be started here unless someone finds the
capital. The Premier himself receives a
salary of, I think, £1,700 a year and he
condd easily show that he was in earnest
about these things by, as I said before, back-
ing his fancy. Why do not the other mem-
bers of the Labour Government follow the
splendid example set by other Governments
throughout the world, those that actively
encourage co-operation? If there is one
project that a Labour Government should
support it is co-operation, because it is
something that benefits the people. I lis-
tened to a broadcast the other evening by
a reputable person who was telling the
people what wonderful results were heing
derived in Western China to-day through
2 system of co-operation,

Hon. C. B. Williams: By the Chinese or
Japanese?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Chinese.
Wherever co-operation has been tried it has
proved an unqualified success. Co-operation
is not something that is merely in the air:
iv has been proved, and why our Govern-
ment does not get right bebind such a splen-
did movement, I ecannot understand. It
would not be too late even to-day for them
to do so. We know how difficult it is to
meet the competition from the Eastern
States, and therefore I humbly desire to
bring the suggestion under the notice of the
Government. T have figures to show that
there are immense possibilities in the State.
Our imports from the Eastern States are
considerable, but our exports, not counting
gold, run into fairly large figures. We ex-
port such things as cheese, fish, bacon and
ham, pork, confectionery and biseuits. The
value of confectionery exported last year
ran into £14,000. We exported bisenits of
the value of £11,985, and we also exported
clothing to the extent of £51,600. So this
State, with all its disadvantages, ig able to
carry on an export trade with the Eastern
States. Surely if is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to try to flnd out in what manner
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it is possible to assist those people who have
been battling for years in an effort fo estab-
lish secondary industries in the State. Have
the members of the Government them-
selves in a private capacity done anything
at all to assist any industry in the State?
I am actively interested in deep-sea fishing,
having assisted to fit out a hoat at a cost to
me of £750. The proposition is a losing
one at the present time, larcely becanse of
the manner in which the Government is
hampering the industry. The cost of rail-
ing fish from Geraldton is no less than £5
a ton. Is that the way to encourage private
enterprise? I have an article here from the
Shell 0il Company’s journal written by a
man who evidently knows his subject. 1t
deals with the shark fishing industry, and is
worth readinz. Another article I have
was written hy Mr. Malloch. Perhaps
it will be said that that gentleman is trying
to sell some mining machinery; perhaps he
fs, but the article itself will probably do
some good. T suggest, after due inquiry,
backing small men to work old abandoned
shows, I mean men who had te abandon
thetr areas when gold was down to £4 per
ounce.

Tton. C. B. Williams:
ploited all that.

Hon. E. 1. H. HALL: In times Yke these
when we are foreced to find employment for
our wheatgrowers, everything possible should
be done. According to the “West Aunstra-
lian” of the 8th of this month, Mr. Hawke is
not quite sure that the fariff is such a great
handicap to the industries of this State.
Well, T don’t know, but the Under Treasurer,
who is regarded as a very able official, stated
a case hefore the Grants Commission as re-
ported in the “West Australian” of the 12th
April last. T have the report here. Any
tribunal that would not give Mr. Reid one
hundred per eent. eredit in his advocacy of
the claims of Western Australia would be
biassed. He did not get what he asked for,
but the fact remains that Western Anstralia
has an outstanding case. I quote from the
“West Aunstralian” report—

Mr. Reid, in an ably prepared statement to
the Grants Commission, showed conelusively
that the tatiff imposed & much greater burden

on this State than on any other State of the
Commonwealth,

De Bernales ex-

In a special supplement of the “West Auvs-
tralian” of the 8th of this month Mr. Hawke
declared that we must get out of the habit
of blaming the tariff for so many of our
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difficulties. In the “West Australian” of the
2nd August the former manager of the State
Skipping Serviee published a highly in-
formative and interesting article on our trade
possibilities with India, giving a list of
articles. [ do not know Mr. Glyde very
well, and I have no axze to grind; but T
would say, “Here is a man who has hit the
target, full of mental and physieal vigour
and with considerable experience, and the
State would be well advised to get in touch
with Mr. Giyde.” 1 do not think Mr. Glyvde
would require a salary of £1,500 a year with
5 £20 per weck expenses racket. I believe
that for a small honorarinm My, Glyde would
go to India and handle the trade question in
a manner that would be creditable to himself
and of benefit to Western Australia. If I
am not too optimistie, I hope something will
be done in that connection.

Something has heen said about the Perth
Hospital. Mr. Bolton may well be excused
for the mis-statement that the Perth Hos-
pital Board was sacked. But those of us
who follow hospital matters, and perhaps
are not guite so busy as Mr. Bolton, know
well that the Perth Hospital Board resigned.
Why did the members of that board resign?
Because they felt they could no longer carry
on; becanse the Government expected them
to do the impossible. Here I have & pub-
lished letter written by Mr. Taylor on the
3rd February last, headed “Hotel and Hos-
pital,” pointing out that the Government
undertook to find £25,000 for a hotel at
Rottnest bnt could not, seme vears ago when
things were not quite so bad as they are now
ot promise to be, find anything like (hat
amount to provide sorely needed improve-
ments to the Perth Hospital, where the poor
of the State have to go for medical atien-
tion.

Hon. A. Thomson: We do not even pet
enough for schools,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The great pity of
it is that the Perth Hospital Board did not
resign years ago and thus force the Govern-
ment and the people of the mefropolitan
area—whose duty it undounbtedly is to accept
some responsibility for the hospital—to bear
that part of the responsibility whieh people
on the goldficlds and in country distriets
have to accept.

Now I come to a subject which I shounld
have spoken about first—wheat. I ask
members’ pardon for detaining them so long.
However, as 1 said before, an attitude of
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defeat is no good. We are here to do our
job. Those members who are in personal
touch with the people who are endeavouring,
or have been endeavouring—I do not know
how much longer they can be expected to
continue efforts to eke out an existence hy
wheatgrowing—should spesk up for them.
When eoming down in the train the
other day, a man said te me, *I
don’t know why it is, but we ecannot
get sufficient men to do the jobs that re-
quire to be done.” As an instance he told
me that throughout the northern railway
system from Perth to Buntme and away up
to Wiluna, Northampton, Ajana and Yuna,
there is one painter. Onc painter! That is
false economy.

Hon. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Go where one will
on country sidings in that vast area, one
sees the station buildings almost tumbling
down for want of a coat of paint. To paint
buildings is merely a matter of self-preser-
vation, Yei there is only one painter for
the entire northern distriet. Besides station
buildings, there are houses in Mullewa and
in Geraldton in need of painting. There
are also the sign posts, and besides there
are the station masters’ houses.

Hon. A, Thomson: Perhaps the Govern-
ment calls tenders for the painting.

Hon. E. II. TI. HALL: My fellow-passen-
ger said, “It seems peculiar that the Govern-
ment cannot find money for necessary work
sach as this painting, whilst if there is a
washaway a ¢rowd of men rushes up at once,
sometimes getting in one another’s way.”
We have been temporising for several years
—the Federal Government and the State
Gevernment—with the wheat question. I
have heard members here make declarations
on the subject. As one who elaims the right
to say what he thinks, I must aecord that
right to other members; but I disagree with
them entirely when they say that the wheat
business is a matter wholly and solely for
the Federal Government. True, it is a major
Federal question. There are four wheat-
growing Btates in the Commonwealth. I do
not want to blame the State Government un-
justly, I am quite in aceord with them as
to this being a major Federal problem. But
gurely it is a problem that affects every one
of us, and we should all be prepared to do
our uimost to aid the people who have put
up such a valiant and lesing fight in the
wheat areas. If it was good enough far the
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State Government to put a tax on every
one of us in reecipt of any regular wage,
salary or income, inelnding members of Par-
liament and Ministers of the Crown, to re-
lieve the unemployed, we should be taxed to
the utmost o keep the farmers on their
holdings.

IIon. C. B, Williams: Don’t talk rot!

Hon. E. I. H. HALL: Because once those
men drift off their farms and come into the
towns, what happens?

Hon. C. B. Williams: Five bushels to the
acre! .
llon., E. H. . HALL: They have fire-
wood to buy, and milk and butter and many
other things.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Find them a hetter
ocecnpation!

Hon. E, H. . HALL: If we can keep
them in their homes, humble though they
be, they will be better off. It would pay the
State well if every eitizen coniributed some-
thing to keep the farmers on their blocks
until there is time to look around and see
where and how we shall get them and our-
selves out of this terrible difficulty. That is
my point. If it is good enough for us to
be taxed—and God forbid that I should say
anything against the action taken on behalf
of the unemployed, T should like to see them
treated better—to enable relief workers to
be engaged on road work at the basie wage,
most assuredly we should be taxed to pro-
vide farmers with a basic wage.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is right, but
remove the man who is getting three or four
bushels to the acre.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Here is another
question. The old saying holds good, “The
Lord helps those who help themselves”” If
we did something for our men who are en-
gaged in the wheat industry, how much
stronger would our case be when we went
to the Federal Government! Much stronger.
We know the handicaps these men are up
against, and we must realise the necessity
of doing something for men who are scrap-
ped owing to the fall in oversea pricea. I en-
joy just as much as anybody else driving on a
bitumen road, but T say that what is neces-
sary in the way of taxation can be achieved.
What was the amount of financial emer-
gency taxation last year? A million and a
quarter, I believe. And the revenue from
the 1%%4d. hospital tax? A quarter of a
million sterling. We could have done some-
thing and should have done something. I
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trust members will not continue to say that
this is a matter for the Federal Govern-
ment. It is a matter for us all, because it
is vital to us all. To the State of Western
Australia the wheat indusiry means more
than to any other State of the Common-
wealth. That heing so, if the men at the
head of aifairs realise it as they shounld, why
on carth don’t they do something? Sir Hal
Colebatch, whom nobody ean brand as a
Nazi or a Communist, since his return to
the State has made several speeches. YWhat
has he said? “Let democracy get into things
and get something done.” That is what is
being done in the dictator countries. Things
are being done there, whilst we are standing
by waiting for a washaway. When that
oecenrs, it will be too late to render assist.
ance. People will not put np with the pre-
sent intolerable state of affairs. Nor is that
only my say-so; I have anthorities galore—
men entitled to be heard and whose opinions
are sound. I shall not quote them, however.

On the 6th October, 1931, the late Prime
Minister, Mr. Lyons, made an appeal to far-
mers to eontinue growing wheat. He pub-
lished an article headed “The National Task.
Part of Rural Industries. Fundamentals ot
Revival,” in which he requested farmers te
produce wheat for export, so that Australia
eould pay its way. That confirms my con-
tention that the wheat question is mainly
& matter for the Commonwealth. Do not
Tet us hide behind the Federal Government,
however, and say to it, “This is your job,
not ours.” Too much of that is taking place
now,

For the information of some hon. mem-
bers—hecause I am sure some of them do
not fully realise the position—I quote from
the “Primarv Producer” newspaper of the
24th June, 1937—

Not for Fools!
Rural Relief.

Bome little time ago an able exposition of
the incidence of saerifice entailed by the
writing down provisions of the Rural Relief
Act appeared in the ‘‘Great Southern
Herald.’’ With a directness and lack of
verbiage which drove home its point more
surely that wounld reams of turgid reasoning
and frenzied denuneciation, it laid bhave the
eggentinl inequity of that measure. Tt pat
forward the ease for the unsecured creditors,
mainly country storekeepers; and, if we are
honest, we must admit that there is a case.

Storekeepers, we quate the figuresa of the
i Great Southern Herald,”’ have written off
73 per cent. of their debts coming under this
Act. They have had little choice. Nobody
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sapposes that they have done it willingly;
nor do they make anv such pretence. They
are human, like the rest of us, and they want
all they can get. It is, of course, impossible
for the farmer to pay them all he owes; nor
in the gencral bankruptey of the industry,
can they reasonably expeet him to do so.
They must be, and apparently are, prepared
to bear their fair share of the losses eaused
by the depression—Ilosses which have been
sustained by the farmer more than by any
other section of the community. But they
are being asked to bear more than their share.

The Rural Relief Act is one of the most
futile efforts of a Labour Government noted
for its futility in dealing with agrieultural
problems. Tts title should be, ‘*The Act for
the Elimination of Farmers’ YUnsecured
Creditors for the Benefit of the Seenred’’;
rather a mouthful, but it scems an apt de-
scription. 1t seems to be admitted by every-
one but Mr, Troy that the bankruptey of the
industry is the result of the depression, and
is not caused by any fanlt of the farmer. Tt
scems also to be apreed that the many
millions of debt can never be paid, and that
an adjustment is nceessary. But there agree-
ment ceases.

The Labour Government here, with a ten.
derness for the interests of the big financial
institutions which is not so rare among Lab-
our politicians as might be supposed from
their piatform spceches, has so framed ita
legislation that practically the whole burden
falls upon the unsecured creditor. The Coun-
try Party in Victoria has brought secured
and unsecured equally under the scheme, to
the real relief of the farmer, and the most
eguitable distribution of writing off possible.

Mr. Drew is not in his seat to-night.
I attended his meeting at Dalwallion
and asked him whether it was the
intention of the Government to deal
with the secured creditor. I also asked
whether it was the intention of the
Government to ensure that that which we
have heard so much about, but have seen
nothing of—equality of sacrifice—would be
brought about. So far, we bave waited in
vain for it. With all due deference to ortho®
doxy, the honouring of our obligations and
sound finance, the sooner the secured credi-
tor realises the position and makes up his
mind to aceept the inevitable, the better it
will he for everyone eoncerned.

Hon. G. Fraser: You will be classed as a
red-ragger shortly.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is a matter
of indifference to me. I now quote from a
newspaper dated the 28th July, 1938—

Apgricultural Toan Credit in the U.8.A.

A Washington corrcapondent of ‘‘The
Times,”’ the leading New York daily news-
paper, writes that the Farm Credit Adminis-
tration in the United States is lending money
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to farmers on almost everything they pro-
duee, from Maine potatoes to California
oranges, at interest rates said to be the low-
est in the nation’s history for apgrieultural
loans, and yet showing a surplus on the
operations. This i3 being done without a
cent of cost to the taxpayvers and without
using Federzl funds.

The business is transacted through a dozen
regional Federal intermediate tredit banks,
535 loeal co-operative production credit asso-
ciations owned by farmers, and a number of
privately-owned credit institutions, Durinyg
1937 these agencies lent 450 million dollars to
farmers to finance erop and livestock produe-

. tton, marketing, and processing of farm pro-
ducts. A few years ago these farmers who
were in o pasition to obtain short eredit loans
were called upon to pay interest rates as high
ag eight or ten per cent., but under the Farm
Credit Administration they can obtain short
credit loans at five per cent.

Such things can be done in other countries.
Why cannot something similar be dome
here? Why the mark-time policy that we
have experienced during the past few
vears? I have authorities, although I shall
noi quote them, which confirm my opinion
that the present difftenlt position can be
overcome. It is for the Government to take
action; no private member can hope Lo
cope with the burden. Country people
arg dirceting our attention to what is hap-
pening in the dictator countries. Only
last Saturday, the “West Aastralian” on
the ‘‘Life and Letters’’ page published an
article on Germany, The article was by a
special correspondent and was received by
air mail. Surely the “West Aunstralian”
would not give prominenee to the opinicns
of a person whom they could not trust.
The article is headed “No Workless. No
Signs of Poverty.”” What price are wheat-
growers getting for their produet in Ger-
many and Italy? I heard a member of this
House say they were receiving 9s. a bushel.
I also read a statement made in another
DMace that the price was 12s, a bushel. We
are not asking for such fantastic prices for
our wheatgrowers, but we certainly re-
quest that they receive a living wage.
What is wrong with our country? I have
cut from the finaneia! columns of the
““West Australian’’ of the 18th August,
the reports of eompanies, all of which are
making profits, including banks. Why is it
that every person who handles wheat, ex-
cept the man who grows it, makes a pro-
fit? Some persons are making a good liv-
ing out of it. The following appeared in
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the ‘“West Australian’’
August, 1939 —
Standard of Living.
Bank Chairman’s Homily.
Need to Work Harder in Australia.

Melbourne, Aug. 17.—The chairman of the
Commercial Bank of Australia, Lid. (Mr.
J. 1. Webb) said at the annual meeting of
shareholders to-day that every member of the
Australian community must be prepared to
play his part by working harder if existing
standards were to romain unimpaired,

‘‘Increascd taxation appears inevitable and
will eall for saerifices from all classes of the
community,’’ he said. ‘‘Faced with huge
outlays on unproductive armaments, there is
the pgreatest possible need for aveidance of
all unnecessary expenditure in other diree-
tions in both the Commonwealth and State
spheres. T am not suggesting that the social
services of nn essential character he unduly
curtailed, but T do suggest that wonsteful ex-
penditure—and undoubtedly there is a great
deal--must be ruthlessly abolished.

‘“We in Aunstralia enjoy a standard of
living as high if not higher than any country
in the world.”’

of the 18th

Who are ““we’’? Are they the people on
7s. and a fraetion per week? Are they the
wheatgrowers who are suffering so severely?
I am sure that “we’” does not stand for the
section of the eommunity to which I have
been referring. It does not even stand for
the relief worker. TDuring the controversy
which lately teook place between Mr.
Hawke and Mr. Baxter, the statement was
made that our standard of living is
amongst the highest in the world. The
““we’’ might refer to Mr. Hawke, on £1500
a year with travelling allowances when he
visits the Eastern States. The term can-
not he applied to a great many of our
people. The following report also appeared
in the ‘‘West Australian’’ of the 18ih
August, 1939:—
Bank Investmenta.
Plea on Behalf of Shareholders.

Brisbane, Aug. 17.—Speaking at the annual
meeting of shareholders of the bank to-day,
the chairman of the Queensland National
Bank, Ltd. (Mr, James Love) said that bank
shareholders were entitled to a return on
their investment equally as favourable as
that of shareholders in other established
phases of Australian industry. He said that
commercial companies had, in the main, re-
turned to pre-depression levels, with an aver-
age dividend distribution of 6.2 per cent. on
ghareholders’ funds for the year 1938. Bank-
ing had lagged behind coneiderably, with an
average of 3.5 per cent.

Expenditure on the banking industry was
consistently on the increase, most of it as a
regnlt of government enactment and there-
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fore beyond control. ‘‘Shareholders may
consider that the easiest thing to do is to
pass on increased eoxpenditure,’’ said Mr.
Love,’’ ‘‘but if banks arc to continue their
national service in meeting the development
needs of a growing community it is only right
that favourable consideration be extended to
them when their ability to pay higher levies
is under review. Banks are one of the great-
est employers of labour and contributors of
Crown and municipal revenues. They should
be permitted to function at a return that will
permit outgoings being met without infliet-
ing hardship on their shareholders who, in a
majority of cases, are not wealthy people.’’
All are making profits, while the wheat-
grower is watching his life savings dis-
appear and his life work being swept away
by the collapse of overseas prices, which
is something over which he has absolutely
no control. Is it fair, is it right, is it
equitable? I ask, how long can these
people be expected to continue this losing
fight? They look for relief to Parliament,
not only to members representing country
distriets, as I do, but to all members, whom
they desire to come to their rescue in thei:
hour of need. We have temporised too
long with this position, waiting. You, Sir,
know the old proverh, ‘‘Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick.”

I desire to refer to the marginal areas.
The most depressing experience 1 have ever
had was the week I put in with the Lands
Revaluation Board in my distriet, travel-
ling from Ajana across to Mullewa. City
members have no idea of the position in
those distriets. For some years past, be-
fore the present bountiful rains fell, every-
thing in the distriet was parched, and it
was a wonder how the women and c¢hildren
existed. There are 12 settlers in the Ajana
district. Yet an Agricultural Bank Com-
missioner receiving £1,200 a year, a Cab-
inet eomprising seven members whose sal-
aries range from £1,500 to £1,700 a year, a
Parliament of 80 members on £600 a year
each—less deduetions, do not forget—can-
not do anything for those 12 settlers. The
Agricultural Bank admits they are good
settlers, vet it eannot do anything for them.
They ere left there to perish slowly.
There is an abandoned property not far
away that would offer a fair living, but
when o settler applied for it, he was told
that ke eould have it provided he paid the
indebtedness. To take it over he needed
several hundred pounds, and he did not have
several hundred pence. There are many
abandoned farms thet could be made avail-
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able; some are not worth very mueh, but
others would give settlers a chance.

Hon, A. Thomson: The farmer would
have to apply through Goldsbrough Mort
and Co., Ltd.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I thank the hon.
member for his interjection; that peint is
worthy of mention. It is not as though
something of a construetive natore had not
been suggested. These farmers are def-
nitely outside the recognised wheatgrowing
areas. The properties were taken over from
pastoral lessees, and are essentially sheep-
raising propositions. Of course a litfle
aropping must be done to provide feed, but
instead of there being 12 settlers in that
locality, larger holdings should be allotted
and given to four of the men, and they
would then have a chance. I listened to the
heartbreaking stories related by those set-
tlers to the Land Revaluation Board. The
Commissioners of the Agrieultural Bank
now realise that those settlers have mno
chance of growing wheat profitably. Im
making this statement I am not speaking
of the present devastating prices; I have in
mind that in those areas drought conditions
have prevailed for some years,

What troubles me is the inability
to get anything done. We hear plenty
of talk, but mnothing is done. Tha
Chairman of the Agricultural Bank
has visited the distriet and said, “Yes, some-
thing must be done.” But nothing is done
I impress upon memhbers that the people
will not tolerate this sort of thing much
longer. We have to do something to justify
ourselves. 'We are not here for fun. The
people expect results, and if we plead that
no money is available for this and that
necessity, if we argue that the Commeon-
wealth Government should take over the
care of the aborigines, should assist us with
our hospitals and schools, as well as in
other directions, what will become of the
sovereignty of the State? It will mean
allowing the Commonwealth to take over
the State and abolishing the State Parlia-
ment—

Hon. H. Tuckey: Unification.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes, and thus
effecting vome economy in the cost of gov-
ernment. By our attitnde we are playing
right into the hands of those people who
are advocating unification. Recently we had
Senator Johnston quoting Mr. Menzies and
Mr. Scullin in favour of the Commonwealth
taking over State activities, Members should
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note how this movement is growing. M.
Menzies at the time was Attorney-General.
Now we have the Federal Minister for Health
and Social Services (Sir Frederick Stewart)
and the Assistant Federal Treasurer (Mr.
Spender) talking along the same lines. In
view of the manner in which we have tem-
porised with the problem of the wheat in-
dustry, T am convinced that if a vote on
secession were taken at present, the previ-
ous decision would be reversed. If we
cannot accomplish anything, what is the
good of our heing here¥ 1 maintain that,
provided the facts are faced and Ministers
are strong enough to do the right thing,
something ean be accomplished. A recent
speech by Sir Hal Colebatch was headed
“Get the Work Done.” It was a plea for
efficiency and for quick decisions in order
to meet the challenge thrown ont by totali-
tarian countries. That is what we want,

In conclusion, T wish to refer to the
Bread Act, about which I have received
numerous complaints. I am satisfied that
the Honorary Minister is sinecere in his
views, but this matter has been discussed by
the (eraldton Municipal Couneil, and I
have been informed by many people that
the Aet is operating very unsatisfactorily in
Geraldton, TIf the Aet is snbmitted for re-
consideration this session, I am afraid that,
in view of the ease presented to me, I shall
not be able to support the Honorary Minis-
ter. The Act has not operated as he said
it wonld. After a visit to the Hastern
States, he spoke enthusiastically of this
legislation, but the fact remains that it has
not given satisfaction {o the people, and
they are the ones who have to be consid-
ered. This is a question affecting not only
the bakers and the employees; it also affects
the public at large, and the public must be
considered, I thank members for their
eourteous hearing. I regret having occupied
so much time, but I felt it my duty to
ventilate the matters with which I have dealt.

On motion hy Hon. H. Tuckey, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [8.51]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 20th Auvguost,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned 8.52 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, FREIGHT
ON PETROL,

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways: What is the freight, per gallon,
on petrol hauled in bulk from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie, inclusive of the charge for bring-
ing haek the empty “tanker” from Kalgoor-
lie to Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re
plied: 115d.

QUESTION—BREAD PRIOQES.

Kalgoorlie-Boulder District.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Industrial Development: Is the maximum
price of bread in the Kalgvorlie and Boul-
der district, as declared by the Wheat Prices
Fixing Board, also the minimum?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT replied: Yos.

QUESTION—PRIVATE MEMBERS'
BILLS.

Mr. WATTS asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that copies of private members’ Bills
are made available at any time before the
second reading is to he moved, either to any
Government departments other than the Gov-
ernment Printer, or any member or officer
of the Government? 2, If so, to what de-
partments, members or officers of the Gov-
crnment are they made available, and how
long has the practice been in operation, and
will instructions be given to cease the prac-
tice? 3, If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied 1, 2, and 3, Copies
of all Bills, when printed, are supplied to
the Premier and the Crown Law Deparl-
ment. The length of time the practice has
been in operation with regard to the Crown



